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How to Participate in the IETS TCP  
Membership in Technology Collaboration Programmes (TCPs) is open to governments and 
organisations designated by governments in both International Energy Agency (IEA) Member and 
non-Member countries. Industry participation in a TCP is facilitated by a number of mechanisms. 

The contractual basis of the TCP often appeals to industry because it provides an efficient mechanism 
to organise collaborative research with a clear determination of the rights and responsibilities of 
participants. The IEA has many years of experience with the protection of intellectual property and 
patent rights under the terms of TCPs. The TCP Agreements specify arrangements for the handling 
and protection of information and intellectual property, and record arrangements for commercial 
exploitation and distribution of benefits. However, in some cases an informal involvement is 
preferred by industry. Examples are projects regarding standardised measurement procedures, or 
progress towards harmonised technical standards, rather than an appropriable output. Such informal 
arrangements are feasible within the framework of TCPs. 

The table below illustrates the simplified procedure when a party is interested in joining the IETS: 

Interested Newcomer (IN) IETS Technology Collaboration Programme (IETS TCP) 
Let’s talk! 

The IN contacts the TCP  
 The IETS TCP provides information on current activities and 

member contributions (fee-based or in-kind). 
The IN provides information on what contribution 
(expertise) it can bring to the IETS TCP. 

 

The IN and IETS TCP agree to go to the next step 
Let’s meet! 

 The IETS TCP invites IN to attend an IETS Executive (ExCo, 
Board of directors) meeting. 

The IN attends an IETS TCP ExCo meeting  
The IN is interested in becoming a signatory to the IETS 
TCP 

The IETS TCP is interested in having IN become a signatory 

Let’s agree! 
The IETS TCP ExCo and the IN discuss the terms and conditions of participation 
 The current IETS TCP members vote to invite the IN 

Let’s formalize! 
 The IETS TCP sends a letter of invitation to the IN outlining 

the agreed terms and conditions of participation. 
The IN sends a letter of acceptance to the IEA Executive 
Director 

 

 The IEA legal office sends a signature page to IN 
Let’s begin! 

IN’s participation in the IETS TCP will begin on the date of the actual signature 
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Procedure for joining (general) 
A Member Country, MC, of the IEA, or a non-Member Country, NMC, should first contact the 
Executive Committee (ExCo) Secretariat of the IETS TCP. The Secretariat will provide information on 
technical activities in order for the country to determine how it can contribute to, and benefit from, 
membership. The process also involves attending ExCo meetings as an observer, and potentially 
participating in technical meetings. 

If opportunities exist for mutually advantageous co-operation, the ExCo invites the MC/NMC to join 
the IETS TCP. Note that the government of the MC/NMC or one of its Ministries can choose to 
participate in the TCP itself, or to designate another entity to participate on its behalf. The 
participating entity (including the government itself or one of its Ministries if it intends to participate 
directly) is known as the "Contracting Party" to the IETS TCP. 

If the MC/NMC decides to join the TCP, the government (or one of its Ministries) sends a letter to the 
Executive Director of the IEA, advising that it wishes to participate in the TCP. The following has to be 
specified in the letter: 

• Name of the country’s proposed Contracting Party, which, as noted above, can be the 
Government itself, one of its Ministries, or any designated non-government or private 
entity; 

• Specific Annex or Annexes in which it will participate 
• Name of person authorized to sign the TCP on behalf of the Contracting Party 
• Names of proposed Executive Committee delegate and alternate delegate. 

The IEA and the MC/NMC make final arrangements for signature of the TCP.  

Additional Contracting Parties 
A country may have more than one Contracting Party in a single TCP. The process for additional 
Contracting Parties to join a TCP follows the same procedure as the initial Contracting Party 
described above. That is, the process requires invitation by the ExCo, a letter from the government of 
the country to the Executive Director of the IEA, and a signature ceremony. However, because a 
country can only nominate one member (delegate) of the TCP ExCo, irrespective of the number of 
Contracting Parties, the letter to the Executive Director should designate the ExCo member 
(delegate) and Alternate ExCo member (delegate), who will represent the interests of all Contracting 
Parties from that country. 

Contact the IETS TCP Secretariat 
Heléne Johansson 
IETS Executive Committee Secretariat 
c/o CIT IE 
Chalmers Teknikpark 
S-412 88 Gothenburg, Sweden 

e-mail: helene.johansson@cit.chalmers.se 
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