
 

How to Participate 
Contact the Secretariat for the IEA IETS Implementing Agreement: 

Emmi Voogand 

IETS Executive Committee Secretariat c/o CIT IE 

Chalmers Teknikpark 

S-412 88 Gothenburg, Sweden 

E-mail: emmi.voogand@cit.chalmers.se 

Membership in Implementing Agreements is open to governments and organisations designated by 

governments in both IEA Member and non-Member countries. Industry participation in the Implementing 

Agreements is facilitated by a number of mechanisms. The contractual basis of the Implementing Agree-

ment often appeals to industry because it provides an efficient mechanism to organise collaborative 

research with a clear determination of the rights and responsibilities of Participants. The IEA has many 

years of experience with the protection of intellectual property and patent rights under the terms of 

Implementing Agreements. The Agreements specify arrangements for the handling and protection of 

information and intellectual property, and record arrangements for commercial exploitation and distri-

bution of benefits. However, in some cases an informal involvement is preferred by industry. Examples 

are projects regarding standardised measurement procedures, or progress towards harmonised technical 

standards, rather than an appropriable output. Such informal arrangements are feasible within the 

framework of Implementing Agreements. 

Procedure for joining 

1. A Member Country, MC, of the International Energy Agency, or a Non-Member Country, NMC, 

should first contact the Executive Committee Secretariat of the IEA Implementing Agreement. 

The Secretariat will provide information on technical activities in order for the country to deter-

mine how it can contribute to, and benefit from, membership. The process can also involve atten-

ding Executive Committee meetings as an observer, and participating in technical meetings. 

2. If opportunities exist for mutually advantageous co-operation, the Executive Committee invites 

the MC/NMC to join the Implementing Agreement. Note that the government of the MC/NMC or 

one of its Ministries can choose to participate in the Implementing Agreement itself, or to design-

nate another entity to participate on its behalf. The participating entity (including the govern-

ment itself or one of its Ministries if it intends to participate directly) is known as the "Contracting 

Party" to the Implementing Agreement. 

3. If the MC/NMC decides to join the Implementing Agreement, the government (or one of its Mini-

stries) sends a letter to the Executive Director of the IEA, advising that it wishes to participate in 

the Implementing Agreement. The following has to be specified in the letter: 

 the name of the country’s proposed Contracting Party, which, as noted above, can be the 

Government itself, one of its Ministries, or any designated non-government or private 

entity; 



 the specific Annex or Annexes in which it will participate; 

 the name of the person authorized to sign the Implementing Agreement on behalf of the 

Contracting Party; and 

 the names of the proposed Executive Committee delegate and alternate delegate. 

4. The IEA and the MC/NMC make final arrangements for signature of the Implementing 

Agreement.  

If the Non-Member Country, NMC, for the first time wishes to become a Contracting Party to an Im-

plementing Agreement, a few additional formal steps will be carried out by the IEA. There is no need for 

additional action from the NMC or the Implementing Agreement Executive Committee once the invita-

tion to participate has been recorded in the Minutes in the appropriate form, and once the IEA has re-

ceived the application letter from the NMC. The remaining formalities required to obtain participation in 

an Implementing Agreement will be processed by the IEA (the relevant IEA Desk Officer in conjunction 

with the Legal Office). 

The first time a NMC wishes to become a Contracting Party to an Implementing Agreement: 

 its application must be reviewed by the IEA/CERT-Committee on Energy Research and 

Technology which then reports its views to the IEA Governing Board; 

 the IEA/NMC Committee must be informed of the application; 

 the IEA Governing Board then considers the application. 

Once a NMC has been approved by the IEA Governing Board for participation in a specific programme or 

project (including Implementing Agreements), the IEA Governing Board does not need to re-approve 

subsequent applications of the same NMC for membership in any additional Implementing Agreements. 

Conditions applying to non-OECD Member countries 

According to the terms of the Guiding Principles for Co-operation in the Field of Energy Research and 

Development (Annex II to the IEA Long-Term Co-operation Programme), as amended  11 December 1996, 

a Participant from a country that is not a Member of the OECD (or from any international organization in 

which such a country participates): 

 shall not serve as the Executive Committee Chairman, and 

 may not vote to block an otherwise unanimous decision by OECD Member country 

Participants on: 

o admission of new Contracting Parties or Task Participants, or 

o adoption or amendment of intellectual property provisions of the Agreement or 

its Annexes. 

Additional Contracting Parties 

A country may have more than one Contracting Party in a single Implementing Agreement. The process 

for additional Contracting Parties to join an Implementing Agreement follows the same procedure as the 

initial Contracting Party described above. That is, the process requires invitation by the Executive Commit-

tee, a letter from the government of the country to the Executive Director of the IEA, and a signature 

ceremony. However, because a country can only nominate one Member of the Executive Committee, 

irrespective of the number of Contracting Parties, the letter to the Executive Director should designate 

the Executive Committee member and Alternate Executive Committee member, who will represent the 

interests of all Contracting Parties from that country. 


